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$ÅÁÒ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 0ÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ 
 
 A heartfelt thank you to all members of the 
3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ Á ÓÁÆÅ ÁÎÄ 
smooth school opening.  Many of you have heard 
ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ Ȱ)Ô ÔÁËÅÓ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÒÁÉÓÅ Á 
ÃÈÉÌÄȢȱ  )Ô ÁÌÓÏ ÔÁËÅÓ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÏÐÅÎ Á 
school!  Countless individuals made the opening 
go well.   
 
 Teachers and support staff worked tirelessly 
to prepare the school and classrooms.   They took 
classes, attended training, studied new curricula, 
and mastered new technology.   Mrs. Green, Mr. 
3ÁÐÐȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ &ÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ 
worked throughout the summer break in order to 
have everything ready.  PTO leaders, School 
Advisory Board members, coaches, and 
volunteers met regularly to plan and prepare for 
2010-2011 activities.  
 
 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ 0ÁÓÔÏÒȟ &ÒȢ *ÁÍÅÓ ,Å"ÌÁÎÃȟ ÍÁÄÅ 
certain that we began the year with a Mass for 
the faculty and staff and a school Mass for our 
students, and he scheduled many opportunities 
for students to grow in faith during the upcoming 
year.  Upon seeing Fr. LeBlanc at carline one 
afternoon, four-year-ÏÌÄ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ ÁÓËÅÄȟ Ȱ)Ó ÔÈÁÔ 
'ÏÄȩȱ  .Ï %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈȟ &ÒȢ ,Å"ÌÁÎÃ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ 'ÏÄȟ ÂÕÔ 
he helps us learn how to love and serve others 
and that brings us closer to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 You, the parents, entrusted your children to 
us, welcomed new families, and mastered the 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÒÏÕÔÉÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙȢ  /Î 
behalf of the faculty, staff, and other members of 
ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ ×Å ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ 
your patience, understanding, and kindness!  We 
ÁÌÓÏ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
first and most important teachers. 
 
 In closing, several parents have asked the 
title of the book I read at the Jr. High orientation 
on August 16th and that I referred to during 
outside morning announcements on August 17th.  
The book, Let Me Hold You Longer, was written 
by Karen Kingsbury.  The message was clear.  We 
do not need to rush ourselves or our children 
ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ȰÆÉÒÓÔÓȢȱ  7Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÈÅÒÉÓÈ ÏÕÒ ÔÉÍÅ 
together right now, never knowing when our 
children will need us in a particular way or do a 
ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÌÁÓÔȱ ÔÉÍÅȢ   
 
 I look forward to watching your children 
grow and assure you of my prayers. 
 
 
 
    Marguerite B. Wertz, Principal 

 

 

 

 

  
 
NEW SCHOOL YEAR ɀ NEW OPPORTUNITIES! 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

SCHOOL PICTURES 

We are pleased to announce 

that award-winning photographer 

Scott Webster, of Webster 

Photography, will be here in 

September to take our school 

pictures.  Students may have a 

dress day on their assigned picture 

day and wear school-appropriate dress day clothes, 

or they may wear their school uniform.  Pictures will 

be taken of all students; proofs will be sent home for 

your consideration.  Please refer to the attached 

calendar for picture dates and to our Student 

Handbook for dress day guidelines. 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

CHURCH LEAGUE BASKETBALL 

 

Registration for Church League Basketball is 

underway.  St. Maryõs Church enters teams into the 

City of Aiken Church League Basketball program.  

Basketball is open to boys and girls from ages 5 to 

18, as of September 1.  Rosters are formed in 

October, practices begin in November, and games 

begin in December.  

Registration forms are available in the church 

office, the school office, in the back of the church, in 

St. Angela Hall, and on the front porch of Monica 

Benjaminõs house at 9 Emerald Ridge in South 

Meadows off Whiskey Road.  Forms are due by 

September 23.  Early registration is 

appreciated.  Additionally, a 

registration session will be held on 

Sunday, September 19 in Smith Hall from 3:30-4:45 

pm. 

Questions about registration?  Contact Monica 

Benjamin at mbenjamin10@cs.com or 642-4393. 

 

 

 

A WORD FROM PTO 

 

Thank you so much for taking the time to fill 

out the PTO Volunteer Sheet.  Your commitment to 

the school is very important.  As the events that you 

signed up for approach, we will give you a call.   

Thank you again for your support and see you 

at the open house. 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOM 

 

Kindergarten Kapers 

 

Welcome to our new kindergarten students in 

Mrs. Mastromonicoõs 4-year-old class and Mrs. 

DeMassõ 5-year-old class.  We are very excited that 

you have joined us at St. Maryõs.  The students are 

quickly learning the class routines and making lots of 

new friends!  We especially love the stories in 4Kõs 

Happily Ever After reading readiness program and 

meeting Cass in 5Kõs Superkids.  We are looking 

forward to a Fall filled with fun! 

 

First Grade Fun 

 

The first grade this year is a Superclass!  Our 

new reading series about the Superkids is very 



exciting.  All of us are enjoying meeting the 

Superkids, listening to their songs, and finding out 

what interests they have.  They have quickly become 

part of the classroom environment.  We jumped into 

math with both feet and are busy working on 

addition facts and word problems.  Social studies is 

all about different groups people belong to - families, 

teams, classes, and clubs.  We are looking forward to 

a terrific year! 

 

Second Grade Spice 

 

The second graders in Mrs. DalSanto's class are 

off to a great start.  The have begun reading "The 

Superkids Hit Second Grade" with great enthusiasm.  

Many of the situations experienced by the Superkids 

hit home with the everyday events of our own second 

graders.  We are all looking forward to future 

adventures shared in our new books. 

Math is starting out with review of basic addition 

and subtraction facts, fact families, and counting on 

and back.  More complicated facts and figures are 

just around the corner. 

Social studies will involve observing our own 

community and making comparisons between life in 

a large city, a town, and in the country.  These 

second graders will be adept at defining an urban, 

suburban, and rural community. 

Second graders are hitting the ground with both 

feet and will be taking off into uncharted waters (we'll 

also be studying the oceans of the world). 

 

Third Grade Thoughts 

 

We are a large group in third grade (34 students 

in all) and we are setting our expectations for the new 

school year high!  We have created "trioramas" after 

discussing the story elements for our summer 

reading book, Judy Moody.  In math, we are 

polishing our knowledge of place value and 

rounding.  Cursive handwriting is suddenly springing 

from our fingertips now that we are in third grade!  

We are sad to see summer go, but are looking 

forward to all the exciting things we are going to learn 

about this school year. 

 

Fourth Grade Forays 

  

Fourth graders have had a great start to their 

new year. We had our first homework assignment 

before school even started. It was called "Me in a 

Bag." We each filled out a survey about ourselves. 

Then we placed four things that represent us into a 

bag and brought it into school. Mrs. Rains read the 

answers to our survey aloud and we had to guess 

whose survey was being read. That person then went 

to the front of the class to present his bag. 

      We are working on our Stone Fox summer 

reading project. We have been making an 

advertisement for the sled race and writing a 

newspaper article describing the race. We learned to 

include the five W's and an H:  who, what, where, 

why, when, and how. 

      In science we have been studying about the water 

cycle and weather conditions. We read Cloudy with 

a Chance of Meatballs and then wrote about and 

drew our own crazy forecast. We look forward to 

Chief Meteorologist Jeff Rucker's visit in a few weeks. 

 

Fifth Grade Spotlight 

  

Students in 5T and 5W are off to wonderful 

start.  In reading, we are discussing our summer 

reading selection, Eagle Song.  In language arts, we 

are reviewing and singing about nouns.  In social 

studies, we have just been introduced to the Anasazi 

and the Inuit tribes.  Note-taking has been quite a 

challenge, but we are improving each day.  In 

science, we are learning the Scientific Method.  This 

will help us with our labs and experiments which are 

coming up soon.  In math, we are looking at 

exponents and place value.  Our first spelling quiz is 

this week.  Our favorite thing is reading to the 4K 

and 5K students!  Wish us luck. 

 

Religion Reflections in Grades 4, 5, 6 & 7 

  

All of our religion classes are off to 

a great start.  We have spent several 

days reviewing the importance of 

Scripture in our lives and completed 

exercises in each class locating specific passages.  If 

any of our parents are a bit rusty on general 

information pertaining to the Catholic Bible, just 

check in with one of our students and he will help 

you out.  

Our students have also had discussions on the 

role of the Pope, bishops and pastors in the Catholic 

Church.  We gathered information on facts relative 

to the Diocese of Charleston and discovered we 

definitely need more priests to serve the 

approximately 192,160 Catholics in the diocese. 

Fourth graders are anxious to get started on their 

study of the Ten Commandments and the 



Beatitudes.  The moral life of the Church will be 

their focus this school year. 

Fifth graders are ready to dive into the 

sacramental life of the Church.  In a few months the 

students will be able to identify outward signs and the 

effects of each sacrament. 

Sixth graders are gearing up to travel through the 

Old Testament.  They will be reading the greatest 

book of all times and each day will see evidence of 

Godõs love for us. 

Students in seventh grade will begin with a 

review of Old Testament studies and then move into 

the Gospel of Matthew.  

We ask God to bless all of us during this 2010-

2011 school year. 

 

Scientific Studies in Sixth Grade 

 

Thank you for your support for the first month 

back to school!  In Earth Science, we've been 

studying topography, scale, legend, and 

longitude/latitude.  We also are doing sketches of 

part of the SMS yard which we will use to design a 3-

D representation on cardboard.  Although we have 

some materials to help put this project together, 

please feel free to contribute items such as 

sandpaper, clay or plastic trees to help bring our 

model to life. The students were given a rubric to 

follow to help them be successful with this 

assignment.  

Also, students have two research papers due by 

the end of the quarter. These projects count for 15% 

of their grade.  Reports need to be 1.5 pages typed or 

two pages hand-written.   

Seventh Grade Science Studies 

 

Seventh graders have begun their adventure in 

Life Science by noting the importance of 

observations.  Our class motto for the year is òitõs all 

in the details!ó  Students are now studying the 

Scientific Method.  The steps they are mastering will 

help in their investigations this year as well as with 

their science fair experiment. With the completion 

of the Scientific Method studies and a project on 

laboratory safety, students will begin looking at life 

from a whole new perspective, that of cells!  

 

Eighth Grade Science 

 

The eighth grade Physical Science students have 

begun their year with a review of the process of 

science, the Scientific Method.  The students used 

the steps of the process to try to answer the question:   

What is inside the òMystery Boxes?ó  Together, lab 

partners hypothesized, created original experimental 

plans, carried out their plans, recorded data, and 

finally formed their conclusions.  The students also 

experienced, hands-on, the importance of a scientific 

control.  (The true content of each Mystery Box has 

yet to be revealed!)  

     Students have also begun an extensive study of 

the safe use and care of laboratory equipment, 

beginning with the triple beam balance scale. 

 

Artistic Adventures 

 

IMAGINATION   was the word of the day for 

art students.  First through sixth grade students 

examined paintings from several different artists, 

noting the creativity and imagination displayed.  

They discussed ways to take different bits and pieces 

from Godõs wonderful creation and put them 

together in a new and different way.  The students 

also spent some time looking at the works of Henri 

Rousseau.  Using the new LCD projector, the 

students viewed several of Rousseauõs jungle-themed 

paintings.  Although Rousseau never visited the 

jungle, he created spectacular jungle scenes using 

stories from friends, books, and his imagination. 

Students then put their imaginations into action.  

They received several random stickers and were 

challenged to create a picture that explored unique 

colors, shapes, sizes, and locations.  Many chose to 

take their beach-themed stickers and land on the 

moon! J Our art studies this year will take our 

imaginations to new places using various media and 

topics.  It should be a fun and educational ride!

 

 

 

 

 


